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On Muhammad’s treatment of Banu Qurayzah, a jewish tribe
The massacre of the Qurayzah was a horrible incident, but it

would be a mistake to judge it by the standards of our own time.

This was a very primitive society: the Muslims themselves
had just narrowly escaped extermination, and had Muhammad
simply exiled the Qurayzah they would have swelled the Jewish
opposition in Khaybar and brought another war upon
the ummah. In seventh-century Arabia an Arab chief was not
expected to show mercy to traitors like the Qurayzah. The
executions sent a grim message to Khaybar and helped to quell
the pagan opposition in Medina, since the pagan leaders had
been the allies of the rebellious Jews. This was a fight to the
death, and everybody had always known that the stakes were
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